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Film depicts violence in Africa
BY CAITLIN MOFFITT
staff writer
The film "Kony 2012,"
which documents the actions
of African war criminal
Joseph Kony, logged more
than 44 million views in its
first four days on YouTube.
At a screening of the documentary Wednesday, USU
students met and spoke with
a survivor of the conflict.
After the 29-minute film
was shown, Grace Nimaro, a
young woman from northern
Uganda, spoke about her
life and how the conflict in
central Africa has affected
her life.
"I grew up in this
conflict," Nimaro said.
"This conflict affected me.
It affected my community.
It affected my friends. It
affected my relatives.
"There are children being
abducted and forced to
fight as child soldiers. They
are being displaced, their
families are being separated,
and their homes are being
set on fire. Their relatives
and friends are being killed,
and they will not see them
for the rest of their lives. But
as Invisible Children, we are
close to ending this war, but
we cannot do it without your
help."
Sunee Washam, a fulltime volunteer for Invisible
Children since July 2011,
said students who attended
the event at USU got an
experience not available on

YouTube.
"What made tonight different from seeing the film
at home is that we had a survivor from the war with us,"
Washam said. "She traveled
all the way from northern
Uganda to share her story
face· to-face."
The popularity of the film
on YouTube has been accompanied by much conversation
across the Internet through
social media.
"This film is spreading everywhere - it's a
worldwide trend on Twitter
right now, and it's all over
Facebook," Washam said.
For 10 weeks, Washam
will be on the road visiting
schools to promote the
"Kony 2012" movement and
Invisible Children organization, she said.
According to the Invisible
Children website, "'Kony
2012' is a film and campaign
by Invisible Children that
aims to make Joseph Kony
famous, not to celebrate him,
but to raise support for his
arrest and set a precedent for
international justice."
The organization labeled
Kony as the "world's worst
war criminal." According
to the "Kony 2012" website,
Kony took over an existing
rebel group and named it the
Lord's Resistance Army.
"When Joseph Kony found
himself running out of
fighters, he started abduct•)See WARLORD, Page 2

SUNEE WASHOM, RIGHT, AND GRACE NIMARO, LEFT, give a
presentation on the film "Kony 2012," a documentary about African war criminal
Joseph Kony. Nimaro, who is from northern Uganda, said Kony's actions directly
impacted her family. KELSIE MASON photo

Contest promotes recycling on (ampus
BY ARIANNA REES
staff writer
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USU is participating in
"RecycleMania," a competition to determine which university in the nation and
which in each state recycles the most.
"Each student probably thinks to
themselves, 'What can I do here on
campus to make a difference?' and
this is definitely a way that they can
make a difference," said Ryan Reese,
student educational coordinator for the
Recycling Center.
"Basically, it's a fun way to promote
recycling on campus," he said.
During an eight-week period every
spring, participating universities
measure the weight of waste disposed of
and the weight of matter to be recycled
every week. That number is reported
to a campus coordinator who then
updates the university's weekly standings online. Universities are ranked in

several categories, including weight of
trash recycled per capita and the weight
of recycled trash compared to the
amount going to the landfill.
According to the RecycleMania
website, "Winning schools receive an
award made out of recyclable materials
and win the right to host that category's
special traveling trophy for the coming
year."
Reese, who is also a student involvement leader overseeing the event, said
close to 600 universities throughout the
world are participating in the competition to see how much waste they can
reduce. This year, for the first time in
its competition history, USU is competing against other Utah colleges for a
state title. Though the competition is at
its midway point, he said, students can
still participate, make a difference and
potentially help USU win the award.
►)See

RECYCLING, Page 3

USU'S RECYCLING CENTER is sponsoring the :
university's participation in RecycleMania. TODD JONES •
photo

Activist explains views on ab~rtioti
BY CATHERINE BENNITT
editor in chief
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THE FILM, 'THE COAT HANGER PROJECT' advocates greater freedom for
women to make choices regarding abortion. The Center for Women and Gender sponsored a showing of the award-winning documentary. DELAYNE LOCKE photo

•
Though Roe v. Wade legalized abortion in 1973, there :
are anti-abortion activists who try to take the issue back
to the Supreme Court every few years, said Angie Young, :
producer of the documentary "The Coat Hanger Project.'',
Young, who works as an activist in Washington, D.C.,
came to USU Thursday to show her documentary and •
share her beliefs about abortion and its connection to
women's rights. Thursday was also International Women's
Day.
The U.S. has gradually become a more conservative
country, she said, since radical feminist movements in
the '70s, and women's rights are still an issue that need to
be addressed.
"The issue is so much deeper than abortion," Young
said. "The actual thing it is about is as deep as how we
understand the universe. What does it mean to be a person? What does it mean to have rights? Life itself - the
whole question - is pretty deep, but the question of who
we are and how we function and who gets to have power
over this is pretty serious."
"The Coat Hanger Project" is about reproductive
justice in the U.S., the rights women have in making decisions regarding their bodies and the realities of unsafe
abortion practices. Young has traveled across the globe
to speak at feminist conventions, universities and other
venues about her observations as an activist for women's
rights.
Members of USU's Center for Women and Gender
~

See UTAH, Page 2
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Students cautioned about email scholarship offer
BY JULIA STOCK
staff writer

Though most scholarships
are established to help students,
USU administrators are telling
students to be careful about emails
advertising the Hazing Awareness
Scholarship some
Students and faculty members
have recently received emails about
a new scholarship - the Hazing
Awareness Scholarship - some
concerned USU administrators
regard as spam.
"We believe this is a promotional scholarship aimed to generate
traffic to their website," said Patti
Kohler, scholarship coordinator
at USU. "Our IT team at USU
looked into it, as a large number of
employees at USU were targeted in
the company's emails."
Kohler said several faculty
may have chosen to forward the
email to students after receiving it
themselves.
Bob Bayn, an IT Security
Analyst at USU, said it didn't look
suspicious at first because the
message itself appeared to be so
►

realistic.
"What we noticed at USU was
that many hundreds of employees
were spammed with the notice
about the scholarship," Bayn said.
"It should be a simple matter to
send a scholarship notice to the
scholarship office and Financial
Aid, but this notice was sent to
employees, like me, who have nothing at all to do with the scholarship
process at USU."
Bayn said he and his colleagues
sent an email that cautioned
students and faculty about the
scholarship offer but did not go so
far as to claim the scholarship was
fraudulent.
"Our message to local recipients
of the spam did not claim the
scholarship was a scam," Bayn said.
"It said, 'Our conclusion is that this
scholarship looks more like a lottery or raffle that may actually support some advertising efforts of the
sponsoring publishing company.
We do not endorse this scholarship
and discourage USU students from
applying."'
Bayn said the scholarship
doesn't conform to a couple of

recommendations for reputable
scholarship offers, such as having
no application fee and being awarded based on need or academic
progress.
"That webpage says, 'no application fee required,' but it links
to the application form where it
says, 'Send 15 unused stamps or

$5 (Stamps or cash only, to help
defray mail handling, document
shredding and product costs).' Most
scholarship offerings do not charge
to defray those expenses," Bayn
said.
Bayn consulted an online service
to check the legitimacy of the offer
and asked if anyone thought the

A SCHOLARSHIP OFFER SENT TO SEVERAL STUDENTS and faculty
members has some administrators concerned the offer is more for advertising than
for student benefit. DEL.AYN£ LOCKE photo illustration

offer was good for students.
"If they give out one scholarship
per 1,000 applicants, the students
might be better off putting their
money in a hat and picking a
random winner," Bayn said. "After
all, the website says, 'Winners are
randomly selected based on application completeness.'"
Bayn said the IT department has
taken action on this matter.
"It's hard to prevent a spam
event if it doesn't look like typical
spam to the automated filtering
system," Bayn said. "We have
alerted all the recent recipients that
we could find and provided the
information that we have learned."
The company offering the
scholarship is Black Adonis/Trade
Publishers.
"The scholarship originated from the need to create more
awareness to the perils of harmful
hazing on college campuses,"
said Kim Sanders, from contract
customer services for Black Adonis/
Trade Publishers.

- juliann13stock@aggiemail.usu.
edu
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Organization aims to stop African warlord through social awareness
ing children to be soldiers in his army or
'wives' for his officers. The LRA is encouraged to rape, mutilate and kill civilians
- often with blunt weapons," the website
states.
Washom said this conflict is nothing
new.
"This conflict has been going on for 26
years," Washom said, who calls herself a
"roadie" for the organization.
Ashley Ryan, director of Aggies for
Africa, also said the showing the film was
to create awareness about Kony.
"It's about stopping him from killing
children and people," Ryan said.
Ryan said Invisible Children contacts
Aggies for Africa every semester to set up a
documentary screening.
"They just came out with this documentary and wanted us to show it," Ryan said.
"It just happened that it was the same week
that they went viral with the video."
During her speech, Nimaro said most of
her relatives and friends had been killed.
Her cousin was abducted when he was 12
years old, she said, and she hasn't heard
from him since.
Nimaro said she applied for a scholarship through Invisible Children that would
pay for her to continue her education. She
was able to graduate from school with a
business computing degree with help from
Invisible Children.
'Tm really grateful for what Invisible
Children has done for my life," Nimaro
said. "It's making the invisible children
visible today."
Nimaro was part of the first graduating class to receive scholarships from the
Invisible Children organization, and she
said there are about 700 students that are
attending school because of the scholarships provided through Invisible Children.
"As I speak, there is relative peace in the
northern part of Uganda. But this war has
shifted to central Africa. What happened to
me is the same thing that is happening to
different communities in central Africa,"
Nimaro said.
Washom said 2012 was chosen as the
year to stop Kony because the atrocities of
war need to end.
"We want it to end as soon as possible.
The longer it goes on, the longer people live

in fear and the more abductions and deaths
that can happen," Washom said. "We have
U.S. forces on the ground in Uganda right
now, and this is a window of time that
might not last long."
Nimaro said she wants more people to
know about Kony and his actions.
"If Hitler was made famous, if Saddam
was made famous, and if Bin Laden was
made famous, why can't we make Joseph
Kony famous?" Nimaro said. "Let us be
radical. Let us be strong activists. Let us
make Joseph Kony famous."
To help promote the movement, Jason
Russell, ASUSU Student Advocate vice president created a Facebook group and event.

Coincidentally, Russell shares the name of
the documentary maker who filmed "Kony
2012."
"I've just been thinking of ways to
promote this and how to raise awareness
at Utah State," Russell said. "I feel like it's
been done in Utah and Salt Lake, but for
Logan nothing has really been done. We're
using the resources that we have to promote
this as much as we can."
Ryan said she hopes students realize
they can make a difference and work
toward this effort.
"I hope that people realize that there is
more than being a college student. I feel
like not everyone is aware of these things,

Filmmaker responds to recent issues in Utah legislative session

~

- cnmoffitt4l3@gmail.com

STUDENTS EXAMINE FUNDRAISING MERCHANDISE created by the Invisible Children nonprofit organization after the screening of their sponsored film "Kony 2012." The film logged more than 44 million views on YouTube in its first four,days on the site. The film introduces Joseph Kony, a warlord in
Africa, and aims to stop his actions by creating political awareness. KELSI£ MASON photo
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invited Young to engage
with students in a Q-and-A
session in the TSC
Auditorium. One male
attended and the rest of the
audience involved in the discussion consisted of women.
"No one has our backs on
this issue - we have to have
our own backs," Young said.
She said many new
bills proposed within state
Legislature take away the
fundamental rights women
should have concerning
their physical bodies and
the right to make decisions
pertaining to that body.
One of the bills proposed
in multiple states suggests
lengthening the time a
woman must wait to have
an abortion after receiving
state-mandated information
on the abortion procedure.
This proposal suggests
G-- women seeking abortions
~ don't understand what they

and I hope they realize that they can make
a difference - even if they are a college
student," Ryan said.
April 20, an event is scheduled nationwide called "Cover the Night." Russell and
Ryan are organizing USU's portion of the
event. For more information, students
can visit the Facebook page Kony 2012
Movement: Utah.
' "I cannot tell, and I do not know, the joy
that I will feel the day that Kony is brought
out and brought to justice," Nimaro said.
"Let us do this to see social justice prevail. I
encourage you to join us."

are doing, she said.
"Women don't understand what abortion means,"
Young said, implying this
is what some state leaders
may suspect. "They don't
understand that a baby
dies - well, of course, they
do. This doesn't give women
credit for having a brain. We
know what an abortion is."
One audience member,
Raquel Rosario Sanchez, a
senior majoring in international studies, shared
an observation she had
about the way television
addresses abortion. She
said in an episode of TV's
"Grey's Anatomy," a woman
considering abortion ends
up deciding against it to give
birth to the infant. Also, the
character Bella in both the
book "Breaking Dawn" and
its film adaptation decides
to keep her child, though it
affects her health, Sanchez

said.
"She has to make a decision of keeping a child that
is destroying her health,"
Sanchez said. "You can see
her dying, and all these
teenage girls are going to
see this ... and believe this
notion that this is how it is.
It's horrible."
A Utah bill that will ban
public schools from teaching
students about contraception in sexual education
was given final legislative
approval Tuesday. Young
said a comprehensive sexual
education for all students
is necessary in this day and
age, and it has been proven
that teenage pregnancy
decreases in schools that
teach students about
contraception.
"I feel it's a really fundamental part of being a
person and definitely has
a place in the classroom,"

Booksfor a b0:rgain

Young said.
Some young adults don't
want to talk to their parents
about contraception if they
choose to become sexually
active, she said, and there
are also parents who would
benefit from taking a class
on contraception.
,
Expecting students to
promise they will be abstinent to school teachers is
unrealistic, Young said.
"It's a misunderstanding
of sex, of youth - the whole
shebang," Young said. "It's
an unrealistic view of the
wild, crazy, unpredictable
nature of what sex is."
"The Coat Hanger
Project" has received national recognition and was an
official selection in the 2009
Rosebud Film Festival.

- catherine.meidell@aggiemail.usu.edu

STUDENTS BROWSE SELECTIONS IN the atrium of
the Merril-Cazier Library during the book sale Friday. D£LAYN£
LOCKE photo
·
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Clubs help students prepare for caucuses
BY ERIC JUNGBLUT
staff writer
USU College Republicans and
Students for Liberty sponsored
a free caucus and delegate training session Thursday, teaching
students and attendees how to
become a Republican delegate in
the Utah caucus.
Several participants filled
seats in Room 130 of the Eccles
Science Learning Center to receive
information regarding the delegate
selection process, precincts in
Logan and the responsibilities of
being a Utah delegate.
"We are trying to get students
to become more politically active,"
said Justin Hinh, president of
Students for Liberty. "More importantly, we just want to educate
students to have a philosophical

background toward why liberty
should be valued."
The training session was
joined by presentations from the
super-PAC FreedomWorks For
America and Jacqueline Smith,
a Republican candidate running
against U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop in
Utah's 1st congressional district.
"What we're doing is we're
providing information to people
on Sen. Orrin Batch's record," said
Scott Peterson, state grassroots
director of FreedomWorks who
presented information needed to
become a delegate in Utah during
the session.
FreedomWorks was invited to
Utah by grassroots organizations,
Peterson said, and one of its current goals as an organization is to
oust Hatch this November from
the U.S. Senate before he can serve

a seventh term.
Hinh said the presentations by FreedomWorks and
Smith were not sponsored by
Students for Liberty or the
College Republicans; rather,
both student organizations only
sponsored the information session
led by Peterson about caucus
participation.
"We mostly just want students
involved, and we're trying to push
students to vote for pro-liberty
candidates," Hinh said. "Our logic
is that students lean Libertarian
already, so just getting them out
there in the first place is going to
help our cause out."
The event attracted students
from Students for Liberty, College
Republicans and Young Adults for
Ron Paul, as well as students who
looking to become more informed

voters.
"I'm just looking for a way to
be more educated in my vote,"
said Rebecca Kelly, USU student
and Huntsman Scholar. "I want to
know more about the process and
more about how it all comes to
be."
Smith said she believes the
youth are the future and that the
more college students who are
educated to get involved, the better chance the nation has to turn
around and become a free and
prosperous society.
"I wish that I would've gotten
involved at your age rather than
my age," she said. "I feel like I
wasted a lot of years not paying
attention to what our politicians
were doing to us and to our
country."
Also in attendance was Marley
Lunt, a USU graduate volunteering
for U.S. senatorial candidate Dan
Liljenquist, a Republican running
against Hatch in November.
A registered Republican
who works for USU Housing
and Residence Life, Lunt said
it is important for students to
understand the political process
and how they can get involved in
Utah's political system.
"Most students think that they
only vote at the general election,
but in fact the decision is made
through the caucus process," he
said. "One thing that I think is
shameful is that students leave
over spring break and don't stick
around to vote when they can
actually have influence."
Smith said she also believes
young voters are the only chance
to take the country back.
"This isn't about my race for
office," she said. "This is about me
loving my country enough to do
whatever I have to do to make this
work and to fix it. But I can't fix it
without you guys."

- ej.jungblut@gmail.com

•

CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE JAQUELINE SMITH SPOKE to students about her campaign for Congress representing Utah's 2nd District during the caucus and delegate training session organized by USU Students for Liberty and USU
College Republicans. CODY GOCHNOUR photo
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Recycling contest pits Utah universities against each other

Amelia Hodges, a member of Students for
Sustainability, said, "Primarily what we've
been working on. is creating events and awareness for RecycleMania, because we've been
competing in the RecycleMania competition
for years, but a lot of students don't realize it."
The biggest goal is to beat University of
Utah and BYU in waste-reduction numbers,
she said.
Skylar Caldwell, a freshman in the aviation
professional pilot program, said he already
rec'ycles, but a competition might encourage
him to recycle more.
"If it means beating BYU, if they're a school
we're up against, then I'll do it more," Caldwell
said.
Starting March 24, he said, groups of five
to 15 students can participate in a Design a
Bin competition. The university was given
40 gray bins during the Olympics that have
mainly gone unused, he said, and students
don't recognize them as recycle bins. Students
can sign up to decorate one with their own
supplies. Anyone can participate by contacting
the recycling center or Reese at the email:
recyclingreese@gmail.com.
Erin Jones, a senior studying fisheries and
aquatic sciences, said she found out about
RecycleMania because she's a student in the
College of Natural Resources and she saw
promotions for the competition there. Jones
said she'd like USU to win because it would
show the school is commitment to helping the
environment.
Jones said she sees recycling as important
because of the growth of communities like
Cache Valley.
"Right now, we have enough landfill space,
that we can fill it up with the trash that we
want to," Jones said. "But as Cache County
continues to expand, as the population of
Utah, these urban and suburban areas continue to grow, we're producing more trash. At
some point, we'll really have to think about
alternatives to the way we're living and the
unsustainable lifestyles that we have."
The contest is also a great way to get club
names publicized, Reese said.
"For example, if a club wanted to design a
bin, they could just write their name on it and
then 'RecycleMania 2012'," Reese said.
The designs cannot be offensive and teams
must. have a Utah State recycling sticker on
their bin for it to qualify. All entries are due
by March 31st at 4:30 p.m., and the winni~g
team will receive a free meal at Cafe Rio.
A recycling competition between residence
halls is also underway, Reese said.
Reese said the residence hall competition is
"kind of a points system, in that if they clean
out a recycle bin, they get a certain amount
of points, or if they recycle a whole can of

something, they get an amount of points and
they talk to the RAs. Their RAs will keep track
of their points and send those points to me."
Reese said the individual competitions
aren't a part of RecycleMania, but they're a
way for the university to encourage and promote recycling.
At the end of March, Rt:ese said the organization will host a free concert with F Dragon
and other bands on campus.
"Even if we don't win, what we want to do is
increase awareness, have students think more
about what they can do," he said.
Earlier this month, representatives from
the Recycling Center and Students for
Sustainability held recycling Olympics and a
viewing of the movie "Schoolhouse Rock."
Both Reese and Hodges said that overall,
they hope the RecycleMania events raise student awareness and encourage students to take
a more conscientious role in their disposal

efforts.
"The biggest thing that we really have been
trying to push is that if you have something
that's recyclable and you don't see a blue bin
right away, hang on to it just for a few minutes
until you can find one," Hodges said. "There
are recycling bins in pretty much all the
buildings on campus, and so you can wait ten
seconds to get into a building to put your can
or your bottle into a recycling bin instead of
throwing it away."
Reese said, "Just doing little things like putting a can in a recycling bin would definitely
make a difference. If everyone had that mindset, we would be successful in RecycleMania.
So just try to learn more about it, try to enjoy
it, and try to have fun at the same time."
Interested students can contact the recycling center or Reese for more information.

- ariwrees@gmail.com

Briefs
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Parking lots open
for Spring Break
During Spring Break (March
12-16) blue parking lots, yellow
parking lots and both parking terraces will be open to the public.
During this time, meters, service
areas, gray on-campus housing lots
and faculty and staff lots will still
be enforced. Anyone with questions
or concerns about parking should
contact the parking office at (435)
797-PARK (7275).

Professor selected
to compose piece
Jude Vaclavik, assistant professor of music theory at USU, has
been commissioned by the New
York Philharmonic Orchestra as
part of its "Contact!" series to compose a new piece for strings, brass
and percussion.
"I couldn't be more delighted
with professor Vaclavik's great
work, talent and commitment to
excellence in the musical arts here
at USU," said Craig Jessop, dean of
the Caine College of the Arts. "This
series selects only the nation's most
outstanding young composers."
The "Contact!" series commissions composers throughout the
nation to arrange works for the
New York Philharmonic Orchestra.
Composers are nominated and
winners are chosen by the NYPO
administration. Vaclavik's new
composition will be added to the
NYPO repertoire by September
2012.
"This was a shock for me to be
thrust into the forefront of national
composers," Vaclavik said. "I've
been waiting for an opportunity
that could launch my career, and
this is it."
Vaclavik received a doctor
of musical arts degree from the
Julliard School in 2011. He is an
assistant professor of music theory
at USU and currently serves as
the composer-in-residence for the
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra in
Lubbock, Texas.
Vaclavik has performed, been
commissioned or been recognized by the Julliard School
Orchestra, the New York City
Ballet Choreographic Institute, the
American Festival for the Arts and
many other organizations.
"Being selected for this honor
puts Professor Vaclavik in the
top 1 percent of composers in the
nation," said James Bankhead, head
of the USU music department.

Business student
chosen as finalist
A student in the Huntsman
School of Business is one of 25 finalists nationwide for The Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace
Junior Fellows Program.
Kjersten Adams, a Huntsman
scholar and senior honors student in
economics, traveled to Washington,
D.C., March 1 to interview for a oneyear position in the think tank. She
was one of more than 400 students
who applied for the prestigious program.
"We are so very proud of
Kjersten's achievement," said Honors
Program Director Christie Fox. "Her
accomplishment demonstrates the
kind of education and experiences
that Utah State University and the
Honors Program provide to our students."
The program offers up to 10 oneyear fellowships, and students who
are accepted have the opportunity
to conduct research, participate in
meetings with high-level officials,
contribute to congressional testimony and co-author journal articles
and policy papers, the organization's
website states.
Final notifications will be made
March 31.

CZarifyCorrect
In the March 7 article "Two professors share gender studies award,"
Professor Deborah Byrnes name was
misspelled.

THE RECYCLEMANIA COMPETITION BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES will judge schools on the
weight of garbage recycled at each school. The University of Utah and Brigham Young University are also participating. TODD JONES photo

..

The policy ofThe Utah Statesman is
to correct any error made as soon as
possible. If you find something you
would like clarified or find in error.
please contact the editor at 797-1742,
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu or
come in to TSC 105.
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BY DREW VAN DYKE
staff writer

..

To some, the phrase "Logan
nightlife" is an oxymoron. Aside
from Walmart, many feel there
are few after-hours attractions in
Cache Valley.
With the recent closure of Club
435 and a low percentage of alcohol drinkers, late night activities
in Logan seem limited to entrees
at Village Inn or rentals at the
nearest Redbox.
"A lot times when people think
of Logan, they think there is only
bowling, movies or campus activities," said Stephen Andersen, a
junior majoring in exercise science. "I don't necessarily believe
that. I think there is a lot to do.
It just takes a Ii ttle initiative and
someone who is willing to organize something."
Although Andersen was initially frustrated by the lack of
options, he said he eventually
organized Tubbin' Tuesdays, a
weekly hot-tub get together for
residents and friends at his apartment complex.
Andersen represents one of
many USU students who are
working to reverse the latenight stigma. Other students,
like Thomas Anderson, a junior
majoring in biology, search out
forms of entertainment when
school-sponsored activities are

sparse on the·events calendar.
"I think it is important to have
alternatives to school activities
and Facebook where people can
actually mingle," Anderson said.
"Getting together and relying on
conversation as the main form of
entertainment allows people to
make real friendships."
Witnessing the scarcity of
genuine human interaction and
nightlife opportunities, Anderson
said he and his roommates opted
to hold occasional dinner parties
to stimulate meaningful conversation. Now held every other month,
the dinners have led to new contacts and strengthened friendships, he said.
"Sometimes, the pretext that a
social event is based on precludes
the socializing," Anderson said.
"By only playing games or watching a movie, you may prevent people from socializing at all. We've
been doing these dinner parties
as a very casual way to interact
with people."
Though Anderson prefers
smaller more intimate nightlife
events, there are others who welcome the masses.
"If people don't make an effort
to throw parties and host events,
there is nothing to do here," said
Julie Tukuafu, a junior majoring
in marketing. "My good friend,
Natalie Thatcher, and I started

doing crepe parties because it was is as much about competition as it
a fun weekend gathering and it
is about confections.
Continuing a tradition that
brought all of our friends together."
began with his cousin in 2005,
Although the parties began
he said he hosts a weekly dessert
night as part of an eight-week
with only a small number of
crepes, condiments and their
dessert tournament.
closest comrades, she said the
"Each Thursday, there is a difmonthly event has since grown to
ferent dessert that everyone tastes
become a popular Sunday soiree.
and scores from one to 10," he
"We started by just testing it
said. "After eight weeks and eight
out, and it turned into an instant
different desserts, the top four
success," she said. "At the last
scores go to the playoffs."
crepe party, we had somewhere
While the culinary contest
allows for the weekly consumpbetween 100 (and) 150 people filtion of sweets, it also provides
tering in and out of our house that's a ... load of people."
participants with the opportunity
With the growing number
to expand their social network, he
of attendees, however, comes a
said.
"My cousin came up with the
growing demand for food, she
dessert tournament for the sole
said.
• purpose of meeting a cute girl.
"All the girls in our house
split the cost," Tukuafu said.
Now they're marri~d and live in
"Normally we spend $25 each to
Tucson, Ariz.," Thompson said.
"So I mainly do it to give people a
supply the strawberries, bananas,
chance to meet coeds and eventutoppings and other ingredients to
ally an eternal companion."
make the crepes."
In addition to monthly crepe
For students who are not
nights, Tukuafu and her roominterested in dinners, desserts or
mates also host unofficial dodgedating opportunities, dancing is
ball games every other week at an another option.
Nate Julian, a junior majorLDS church building near campus.
ing in marketing, is one of three
Colton Thompson, a junior
individuals who repeatedly host
majoring in parks and recreation,
"dirty 30s," which are spontaneregularly hosts a function comous, random dance parties that
parable to crepe night. However,
last 30 minutes. Using a set of
Thompson said, a successful party mobile speakers and laptops,

Julian and his friends, Paul Jones
and Bryson Bellaccomo, provide
sound for each gathering.
"The dances are not super big,
but we have a decent crowd every
time, and there is a pretty good
following," Julian said. "With
dance music becoming a lot more
mainstream, more people are
interested. We usually have 50 to
100 people."
Though every dance party
used to be held at Julian's house,
he and his friends have enjoyed
switching up the venue, he said.
"Now we're trying out different
spots," he said. "We did our last
one in one of the tunnels at First
Dam."
There is a variety of underground activities to choose from
each weekend, so Julian said the
biggest problem he and others
face is efficiently publicizing their
events. Although it is sometimes
unintentional, many functions are
kept under wraps unless students
know the event organizer, he said.
"If people who put together
these kinds of events could publicize them more, everyone would
be aware of the options that really
they have on a Friday night,"
Anderson said.

- drevandizzle@gmail.com

Finding the spring ii)• Spring Break
BY KRISTI LAMBERT
staff writer

Many student organizations at USU
will be opting out of the cold and windy
weather of Logan for a warmer Spring
Break involving rock climbing and hiking across the red rocks, sun tanning on
white beaches, snorkeling in the ocean and
engaging in various service projects.
Emily Blotter, a senior majoring in
biochemistry, arrived in Maui, Hawaii, last
week, along with 60 other sun seekers.
'Tm just excited to see the sun and have
nothing to do with school for a week,"
Blotter said. "I graduate in May so I just
need a break."
Blotter said most of the people in Hawaii
with her heard about the trip by word-ofmouth. The trip was organized by Daniel

Barrello, a USU graduate who works as a
travel agent.
Before working as a travel agent,
Barrello said he planned trips to Jamaica,
Oahu, Cancun, Playa del Carmen and an
annual Havasupai hike. Last summer,
Barrello and a friend went around the
world using $2,000 in airfare vouchers. By
mid-March, he said, he will have traveled
around the globe twice.
"Guess I just don't have the ability to
stay put," Barrello said. "In the beginning,
motivation for planning was self-centered.
Back in high school, homework was virtually non-existent, and my mind was free to
dream up experiences I was dying to have.
"Nowadays, motivation is somewhat
the same but with a twist. Corny as it may
sound, I have come to believe that travel is
essential to true education. Traveling has
provided some of the most pivotal experiences in my life."
Drawing from his travel experiences, Barrello said he believes
to be competitive in the global
market, individuals must have
a global awareness.
"Americans sometimes are seen as
ignorant, rude and just
plain out of touch with
the rest of the globe," he
said. "I realize the party
in Maui this break probably won't give anyone
the experience of canoeing across the Okavango
Delta with a native, but at
least it gets them off the
motherland."
The Maui trip has a
price tag of about $640 per person, Barrello
said, adding that he's found condos
equipped with kitchens and a fleet of minivans to accommodate travel. Individuals
will provide their own food, however.
Spencer Pugmire, a senior majoring in
biology, said he went to Oahu with Barrello
two years ago.
"The memories from last time are just
so vivid," Pugmire said. "It's funny because

CHARITY ANYWHERE participants prepare to make the group's annual trip to Mexico in 2010.

Photo courtesy of Charity Anywhere

it's only a week long, but I will never forget
Hawaii. I love the hikes. It's so beautiful
with the jungles - there are no scary bugs
like Africa - but everywhere you turn
it's beautiful and always a picturesque
moment."
This isn't the first out-of-country Spring
Break trip Blotter lias taken. She said
last year she traveled to Tijuana, Mexico,
for a humanitarian trip with the Charity
Anywhere Foundation.
"I was debating to go to Hawaii or
Mexico this year," Blotter said. "I would
love to go to Mexico again. I learned about
different cultures and how everyone is
the same but also unique. It was fun to be
immersed in that culture. The friends that I
met there (were) the best because that kind
of activity drew in similar types of people."
Gordon Carter, the president and founder of the Charity Anywhere Foundation,
said six or seven years ago USU students
who had volunteered in the past started a
new club chapter.
Kaden Harding, a senior majoring in
biochemistry, has been the club president
of USU's chapter of Charity Anywhere

for more than a year. Harding said he has
traveled to Mexico with the foundation four
times and has developed a love for providing service.
"It's really fulfilling," Harding said. "You
get to forget about yourself, school and life
and just give your time to other people. ·
One thing I've enjoyed is learning from the
other volunteers and seeing how much joy
they get from helping others."
While in Tijuana, volunteers build
houses for the poor and perform dental
work, Carter said.
"This is not a classy, fancy or highbrow
type of experience. We stretch the dollar as
much as we can," he said. "We are mostly
about work, but we will probably go play
soccer with some local kids or go to the
beach."
Actording to ~harity Anywhere's
website, the mission statement of the foundation is "to give ordinary people the lifechanging opportunity to provide needed
medical care, dental services and basic
shelter to less-developed countries, while

See VOLUNTEERS, Page 6
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Pick up something other than a textbook this break
When I took over this column at the beginning of the
semester, I didn't understand
how challenging it would be
to read a book every two
weeks. You wouldn't think
it would be hard. After all,
we're all college students
who never seem to stop
reading. The struggle I've
encountered is finding time
between classes, work and
homework to sit down and
immerse myself in something that's not social statistics.
Being forced to do this
made me realize how few
college students probably read what they want.
Through most of my childhood and teenage years,
I could bunker down for
hours with a good novel.
Now I'm lucky to get 15-minute snatches of time to read

Take the book
challenge

a few pages. If you do anything this semester, I recommend you sit down and
enjoy a good novel. Here
are a few things I've realized
in my two-book-a-month
spree.
Just make time

People have looked at me
like I was crazy when I told
them I was trying to read a
book every two weeks. They

ask how I do it with all my
involvements. The secret is
simple, really. I cut the time
I spend on Facebook or in
front of the TV. It's easy to sit
on the couch and veg ·after
a long day, but it's narder
to pick up that book that's
been sitting on your shelf,
collecting dust since your
mother gave it to you for
Christmas last year.
Learn to carry a book
around everywhere you go.
I always have a novel in my
backpack in preparation for
late professors, in-betweenclass time and my lunch
break. You'll get in more
pages than you think by
reading in your spare time.
Expand your horizons

When I picked up "Atlas
Shrugged" over Christmas

break, I thought I'd be bored
to tears. Based on what
other people had told me
about the book, it was one
extremely long rant on capitalism. Of the many things I
am, an economist is not one
of them. Much to my surprise, I became absolutely
hooked. It's a long one I'm only half way through but it's made me think more
than any other book I've
read, and I've read a lot.
After I finish, I'd like to
expand my personal horizons even more and read
all of the 100 best novels
from the Modern • Library.
It's a hefty goal, I realize,
but it will help me to get
away from the genre I tend
to get stuck to the most love stories. Pick up a book
from a genre you've never
read before. If you don't like

it, there's no harm done. If
you do, well, you've found
something that will last your
entire life.
Read smart

In college, students tend
to think there are two kinds
of books: books they enjoy
and books that are educational. There are hundreds
of thousands of books that
cover both these categories.
I'm a strong believer that a
true education is not just in
the classroom, it's what we
learn by our own accord. I
may be a little biased in sugg
esting this, but books written by journalists are great
places to start. They often
have compelling narratives,
historical backgrounds and
well-thought story lines. My
favorites include "Savage

Inequalities" and "Outcasts
United." If you're looking
for more, I suggest the Best
American Journalism of the
20th Century list compiled
by New York University's
journalism department.
When you're crawling
into bed tomorrow, take a
few minutes and pick up a
novel. Not only is this more
useful than tweeting for 15
minutes, but numerous studies have shown people who
don't look at a screen before
they sleep rest more peacefully. New Year's might be
over, but make a resolution
to enjoy at least one book
this semester. You won't
regret it when it comes up
in a discussion later.

- a/lee.evensen@aggiemail.
usu.edu

Classic children's book doesn't translate well in movie
I am at a loss for words.
My roommate has this
power over me to make
me watch movies I would
never see. I usually regret
it. "The Lorax" wasn't really
a letdown, it was just exactly what I thought it would
be: a <:hildren's movie.
The whole time, my
eyes were glowing from
the reflection of the most
odd and vibrant colors and
shapes I have ever seen
on the big screen - next
to "Avatar." This time Dr.
Seuss is to blame. The
story is based around the
quote, "Unless someone
like you cares a whole
awful lot, nothing is going
to get better. It's not." I
wholeheartedly agree with
these famous words, but
you don't have to make a
movie with dancing and
singing bears going gaga
for marshmallows in order
to get your point across.

Lorax"
Grade: C-

Yes, "The Lorax" is a
musical and I usually -love
musicals. Because Zac
Efron and Taylor Swift play
voices in this children's
movie, I hoped I would
hear their beautiful voices.
However, they hardly had
enough lines to fill a page.
The movie starts out
with a town that is completely artificial. The man
in charge has made a
way to sell air. The town,
Thne~dville has a very
"Truman Show"-like atmosphere. Everyone is being
watched and everything is

controlled. Taylor Swift's
character, Audrey, has
paintings of real trees on
the back of her house. She
expresses to Zac Efron's
character, Ted, she has
always wanted a "real tree."
Naturally, Ted decides to
leave town and find a living
tree.
Being one of the first to
leave Thneedville in a long
time, Ted runs into trouble.
Mr. O'Hare, the mayor and
man in charge, will not tolerate Ted discovering trees
because then people could
have air for free. Ted's persistence leads him to the
Once-ler (Ed Helms), who
tells him all about trees and
the Lorax, guardian of the
land and the trees.
The Once-I er trusts Ted
with the a seed that can
change everything. It is the
only one left in existence.
It is Ted's duty to convince
the town and Mr. O'Hare

that trees should come
back to Thneedville. After
a long, exciting chase, a
couple of songs and a kiss
on the cheek, "The Lorax"
comes to a conclusion.
It is hard reviewing and
critiquing an animated
movie, because I can't
comment on the acting
or directing like I can any
other film.The one thing I
can say is that Efron and
Swift projected their voices
very nicely. I can also say
it was a smart move to
include some big names
to play the roles of Seuss'
characters.
Alongside Efron, Swift
and Helms, Betty White's
and Danny DeVito's voices were also heard in the
film. I'm assuming the filmmakers did this so people
over the age of five would
be interested in hearing
these big names on screen. THE LORAX, voiced by Danny Devito, demands to know who chopped
down the Truffula Tree in "Dr. Seuss' The Lorax." MCT photo
See LORAX, Page 6
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'A Thousand Words'
Eddie, Murphy... Oh, Eddie Murphy. In the beginning
of the trailer for "A Thousand Words," we see him faking
the birth of his "twins" to get to the front of the OMV
line. It doesn't get better from there.
I'll be honest, I think my favorite Eddy Murphy
was Shrek and it never actually shows him as a human.
Murphy is known for his roles in Doctor Doolittle and,
um, other stuff. Apparently he was in Batman Begins,
but, as die-hard Batman fan, he didn't leave an impression at all. In fact, I searched IMDB to find his character
and I couldn't find it.
His new movie, "A Thousand Words" doesn't create
any curiosity in me. Murphy, I'm sure you're great but
how desperate can you get?
From the trailer, it looks like he is a liar. He gets himself in trouble with some magical dude who creates a
tree for him. Suddenly, the leaves on the tree represent
how many words he can use until he dies. Gasp. He uses
his hands and actions to put across his message without
using his precious 10,000 words. As an American Sign
Language fan, I think he should have hung out with
those who are deaf. Instead, he gets himself in very awkward situations by almost killing a man who is blind and
sweating through business events.
I don't think I would see ever see this film. It would
take a very hot man to change my mind. And let's get
real, I would make him change hts mind. I pre-emptively
command you not to watch this dreadful film.

rnm

'Friends with Kids'
Sex, sex, sex. It's really .all that movies seem to be about
these days. "Friends with Kids" will likely be no different Set
to look at the lives of three different couples, with one pair of
friends as the focal point, every aspect of the film has to do
with the characters' sex lives. It tries to make it seem like casual
sex among friends to get a kid to "share" is totally llOffllal.
The whole premise of the movie is friends who decide they
both want to have a ch"d. But they don't want to be married
- especially to each other. They aren't even in love with each
other. ''Why don't we just do it?" one asks the other. And so
they do. The plot follows them as they raise a child as "just
friends," not divorced or in love, but as two separate parents.
Afong for the ride are their newly married friends who can't
seem to go five minutes without having sex - Seemg a pattern
here? - and another couple dealing with keeping romantic
sparks going while being married with kids.
Honestly, the trailer does have a warm and coz.y feel to it,
making you chuckle a bit and wonder if maybe there is some
truly good-hearted humor and pure intentions somewhere in
the plot I pre-emptively predict the couple will have a sudden
epiphany they really love each other and maybe should try
raising the child as a traditional couple would. What an idea,
right?

'Good for Nothing'
I like Westerns. There's just something about shooting
the bad guys and riding into the, desert sunset with the
pretty girl and stolen money. "Good for Nothing" looks
like it will be pretty much the same as every other cowboy
movie I've ever seen.
Not that there's anything wrong with that.
This spaghetti Western, however, has its share of racial
stereotypes. The Native American medicine man is played
by a Maori actor, the unnamed hero is really the outlaw
and the pretty girl riding around in old-timey underwear
ts American, adding a nice accent to the role of the typical burlesque house floozy. The town doctor is a Chinese
man who recommends acupuncture for gunshots, and
there's even a posse of Mexican bandits whose mothers
are reportedly excellent shots.
New Zealand's Cohen Holloway plays the unnamed
hero, opposite South Africa's Inge Rademeyer as the
young, upper-class English woman with an oppressive
secret. Presumably the two characters meet when the
hero kidnaps the lady after an unexpected saloon brawl.
They fall in love and eventually die for each other Shakespeare-style.
Do I think this movie will win any awards? No. Will I
be more impressed with the plot than the awesome gunfights? No. Will that deter me from seeing it more than
once in theaters? No, not by a long shot.

- tavin.stucki@aggiema1l.usu.edu
- natashabodily@gma1l.com

- mandy.m.morgan®agg,email usu.edu

The pre-emptive critics write knee-Jerk analyses of upcoming films based solely on hearsay, advance
publicity and - most Importantly- movie trailers. They have not yet seen the movies.
•)From Page 4

Volunteers travel and serve ·
concurrently forever
changing the mind and
heart of the volunteer
for good."
"It's an opportunity
to experience something
outside of yourself,"
Harding said.
Members of another
USU organization, the
Outdoor Recreation
Program, have planned
a service-learning trip to
Moab this Spring Break.
Senior Paul Jones, a
psychology major, and
senior Walter Gould, a
pre-veterinary student,
are the ORP trip coordinators who planned the
venture.
"A lot of students that
come to USU don't realize the resources Utah
has," Jones said. "(The)
ORP's mission statement
is to provide adventure
and discovery for USU
students."
Saturday, USU
students will load

into a bus and ride to
Moab where they will
have six days of hiking
in places like Arches
National Park, rafting
the Colorado River
and aiding Rim to Rim
Restoration, a local
Moab nonprofit organization, with revegetation
efforts, Gould said:-'Participants will
spend time together in
the evenings and mornings, but during the
day they will split into
three groups that attend
separate block activities. Each block is two
days and will be led by
student trip leaders who
are certified wilderness
first responders.
"You don't have to
be an employee of the
ORP to be a trip leader,"
Gould said. "It gives students an opportunity to
get out there and adopt
a leadership role."
Gould said ORP pro-

gram coordinator Brian
Shirley is the driving
force behind the idea
of an annual servicelearning trip to Moab
for Spring Break.
"It's always nice to
get on the ground floor
of a beginning tradition," Gould said. "This
is intended to happen
yearly, so to be in the
middle of the first one is
pretty cool."
"I can say it in two
words, 'Hell yeah,"'
Jones said. "I am dying
to leave the snow and
ice. It's going to feel
great to feel the sun on
your skin and get a tan
and even a sunburn. I
just want to get out of
the freezer."

- kristi.j.lambert@
aggiemail.usu.edu
TWO STUDENTS INVOLVED in the Charity Anywhere Foundation build a house in Mexico. Photo courtesy of
Charity Anywhere
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Lorax presents
liberal agenda
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Another audience that would
appreciate this film is environmentalists.
I cannot help but think
the "The Lorax" was just
an excuse for tree huggers
to make a statement about
saving the rain forest. There
were a number of images of
fish in oil spills and other animals affected by man-made
machines throughout the ,
film. In fact, I feel like a lot of
movies lately have some kind
of underlying message about
the government or how evil
man is to the environment.
Do I sound bitter? Don't
get me wrong, I love the environment and taking care of it,
but I don't go to the movies
to be brainwashed. I go to be
merely entertained.
I will admit, I wasn't bored.
I laughed a little, mainly
because my roommate was
thoroughly
entertained.
Regardless, I laughed. ·
If you are familiar with
Seuss at all, you know his stories and images are anything
but ordinary. I love turning
the pages in Dr. Seuss' books
to see what is going to be on
the other side. That is pretty
much what "The Lorax" was
- moving pictures.
Despite the fact that my
roommate loved the movie,
The "Lorax" is for kids. It can
be enjoyed by families and
. couples if they are into kid
movies, but kids are the main
audience here. Maybe if I saw
it in 3-D, it would be worth
the trip.

- anike.pullens@aggiemail.
·
usu.edu
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

TouchBase
AggieSchedules

Aggies advance to second round

Men,s Basketball
FRIDAY, MARCH 9

BY CURTIS LUNDSTROM
staff writer

USU vs. Nevada, 8:30 p.m., Las
Vegas.

Women,s Basketball
FRIDAY, MARCH 9
USU vs. Louisiana Tech, 1 p.m.,
Las Vegas.

Men,s Tennis
FRIDAY, MARCH 9
USU at UNLV, 11 a.m., Las Vegas.
SATURDAY, MARCH 10
USU vs. Northern Arizona, 11 a.m.,
Las Vegas.

Women,s Tennis
SATURDAY, MARCH 10
USU vs. Montana, 9 a.m., Logan

Gymnastics
FRIDAY, MARCH 9
USU at SUU, 7 p.m., Cedar City

Softball
FRIDAY, MARCH 9
USU vs. Pittsburgh, 12:30 p.m.,
Long Beach, Calil.
USU vs. North Carolina, 3 p.m.,
Long Beach Calif.
SATURDAY, MARCH 10
USU vs: Michigan State, 12:30
p.m., Long Beach, Calif.

Lacrosse
SATURDAY, MARCH

10

USU vs. Westminster, 1 p.m., in
Laub Indoor Facility

WACResults
Men's Basketball
Wednesday, March 7
Idaho 70, Hawaii 72
New Mexico State 65,
Fresno State 49
Nevada 54,
San Jose State 44
Utah State 70,
Louisiana Tech 72

Women's Basketball
Wednesday, March 7
Louisiana Tech 63, Hawaii 54
Utah State 75, Nevada 66
Fresno State 66,
New Mexico State 58
, Idaho 67, San Jose State 63

Top25
RK
1
2
3
4

TEAM
RECORD
Kentucky (63) 30-1
Syracuse (2) 30-1
26-5
Kansas
N. Carolina 27-4
Missouri
27-4
5
26-5
6 Duke
7 Ohio State
25-6
8 Mich. State 24-7
9 Marquette
25-6
10 Michigan
23-8
11 Murray State 30-1
12 Baylor
25-6
13 Georgetown . 22-7
14 Wisconsin
23-8
15 Indiana
24-7
16 Wichita State 27-5
17 Florida State 21-9
24-6
18 SDSU
28-5
19 Creighton
20 UNLV
25-7
21 Temple
24-6
22 Florida
22-9
23 Notre Dame · 21-10
25-5
24 Gonzaga
25 Iowa State
22-9
Others receiving votes:
Saint Mary's 88,
Louisville 84,
Drexel 83,
New Mexico 64,
Virginia 34,
, Memphis 13,
Virginia Commonwealth 6,
Vanderbilt 6,
C::incinnati 5,
Long Beach State 3,
Kansas State 2,
Harvard 1,
Saint Louis 1
Dropped from rankings:

Louisville 19,
Virginia 24

Las Vegas - The Utah State
women's basketball team defeated
the University of Nevada 75-66
in the quarterfinals of the
Western Athletic Tournament on
Wednesday. Junior guard Devyn
Christensen finished with a teamhigh 18 points to lead four Aggies
in double figures.
"Two teams played a really tough
game," USU head coach Ragean
Pebley said, "two teams that respect
each other a lot. There's individual
players on both teams that you
can't help but go into a game plan
not underestimating."
It was a rough start for the
Aggies as Nevada dominated in
the paint. The Aggies' offense
struggled, making three of their
first 12 shots as the Wolf Pack
jumped out to a 12-7 lead midway
through the first half. Senior guard
Brooke Jackson"found a rhythm
on offense and scored five straight
points to tie the game at 12.
Utah State had no answer for
the Nevada post play, however, as
Emily Burns and Kate Kevorken
combined for 18 points during the
first 20 minutes, and the Wolf Pack
outscored the Aggies 26-18 in the
paint.
Junior guard Jenna Johnson kept
the game close for the Aggies, scor. ing 10 points on 5-of-7 shooting
from the field. Utah State led once
in the first half despite the score
being tied eight times, as USU was
out-rebounded 21-15 in the first 20
minutes.
"It was definitely tough,"
Christensen said. "(Nevada) has
been getting better each time, and I
think they wanted to play us. They
came in with a good game plan.
They were fired up and we had to
bring our best effort to beat them."
The Aggies made some adjustments at halftime and came out
more aggressively on defense, using

a full-court press to pressure the
Wolf Pack. The tactic worked effectively as Nevada committed several
turnovers and Utah State turned
them into points.
Jackson gave USU its first lead
since 2-0 on a 3-pointer, four minutes into the second half, during a

12-2 run. Four different Aggie players scored during the five-minute
stretch that turned a three-point
deficit into a seven-point lead.
Freshman forward Franny
Vaaulu made several key plays
for the Utah State defense in the
second half. The 6-foot-3 California

SENIOR FORWARD ASHLEE BROWN muscles past Nevada's Kate Kevorken
in USU's 75-66 win Wednesday night in Las Vegas. CURTIS R/PPLJNGER photo

native slowed Nevada's post play
and finished with three blocks,
three steals and six rebounds in a
season-high 21 minutes of play.
Nevada didn't quit and pulled
within four on an old-fashioned
3-point play from Emily Burns,
but it was as close as the Wolf Pack
got. Senior forward Ashlee Brown
overcame a rough first half and
attacked the rim in the second,
earning multiple trips to the freethrow line.
The WAC Defensive Player of the
Year fell just shy of a triple-double
for the third consecutive game,
finishing with 17 points, 12 assists
and eight rebounds.
"I play well with my teammates,"
Brown said. "When I share the ball
I feel like I'm at my best. I'm more
happy that we got the win, and
that's what I'm looking forward to
in the next round."
Utah State won despite being
out-rebounded 38-35 in the game
and overcame the poor start on
offense to finish shooting 48.2
percent from the field. USU also
shot 16 of 20 from the free-throw
line and dished out 20 assists the Aggies' third straight game of
20-plus assists.
"At halftime we had an identity
check," Pebley said. '"Do you want
to have Nevada beat you, or do you
want to beat yourselves?' Our team
responded really well, and that's
why you saw our defense pick up in
the second half."
With the win, Utah State
advances to face Louisiana Tech in
the semifinal round of the tournament on Friday at noon.
"We split with (Louisiana Tech)
during the regular season," Pebley
said. "Our side of the bracket has
teams with tournament experience,
and La. Tech is one of those teams."

- curtis.lundstrum@aggiemail.usu.
edu

MEN'S BASKETBALL

What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas
BY TYLER HUSKINSON
assistant sports editor
LAS VEGAS - The USU men's
basketball team saw its roller-coaster
season come to an end Thursday night.
Bulldog senior center Romario Souza
scored 16 points and pulled down 17
rebounds to lead Louisiana Tech over
the Aggies 72-70 at the Orleans Arena.
Sophomore guard Preston Medlin,
who finished with six points and eight
assists, had an opportunity to either
tie or win the game after LTU senior
guard Trevor Gaskins missed his
second free-throw attempt with 4.1
seconds left.
Instead of putting up a shot attempt,
Medlin weaved through defenders in
the backcourt and never got a shot off.
"We lose the ball at the end, and I
thought we were going to get at least
a shot," USU head coach Stew Morrill
said. "He just lost it. It was just one of
those things."
USU also passed up a chance to tie
or take the lead in the final minute of
the game when senior guard Brockeith
Pane, who finished with 13 points and
three assists, cut the lead to 71-69 on a
layup with 1:35 to play before Gaskins
missed a jumper on the other end.
Medlin was called for a charge on
the ensuing possession, but freshman
guard Raheem Appleby missed the
front end of a one-and-one on the following possession. Freshman forward
Ben Clifford, who finished with 12
points and six rebounds, threw the ball
away Oll the next possession.
Pane then made his first free throw
and missed the second with nine
seconds remaining.
Louisiana Tech's 3-point shooting
especially hurt USU. The Bulldogs shot
8 of 17 for 47.1 percent and hit 52.9

percent overall.
"Give La. Tech credit, their quickness really bothered us," Morrill
said. "We couldn't get them stopped
and their shooting percentages were
excellent. They dribbled around us a
lot and made a lot of 3's. We tried every
defense that we had, and we just had a
hard time guarding them."
It was a back-and-forth first half for
USU. Louisiana Tech began the game
on a 10-0 run before the Aggies scored
on a pair of free throws from senior
forward Morgan Grim four minutes
and 20 seconds into the game.
Grim's free throws propelled a 20-3
run capped by a 3-pointer from the top
of the key by freshman forward Ben
Clifford.
The bench played well for USU in
the first half as it accounted for 22 of
its 32 first-half points. Clifford led USU
at halftime with nine points on 4-of-4
shooting. The bench finished with 38
points on the eight.
"It saved us," Morrill said of the
bench play. "We were struggling. Our
two starting posts had tough nights.
Danny (Berger) came in real early for
Mitch (Bruneel) and responded. Ben
played awfully well and Jordan (Stone)
was aggressive. It was two freshman
posts, and I thought they were very,
very good."
Berger led the Aggies off the bench
with 17 points and five rebounds.
"He was great," Morrill said. "I
think that's what we've expected from
Danny Berger. He's a good player and
he understands the game. It was just
a matter of getting some confidence
and tonight should help him. I thought
he was aggressive and looked to make
shots and drove by people."

- ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu

GGIES

SOPHOMORE GUARD PRESTON MEDLIN bites his jersey following Utah
State's two-point loss to Louisiana Tech on Thursday. The loss ended a four-year
WAC Championship run. CURTIS RJPPLJNGER photo
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Freshman Vaaulu shines in tournament win
BY TYLER HUSKINSON
assistant sports editor
LAS VEGAS -The big-game environment ofa conference tournament
can bring pressure enough to make
the most experienced player wilt, but
that wasn't the case for USU freshman
Franny Vaaulu on Wednesday.
"It's fun when you see young
players come into a tournament," USU
head coach Raegan Pebley. "We say
'Hang loose, Franny.' Whether it's the
Poly background or what, you cannot
ever see a change of expression in
Franny. She is slow and steady. You

wonder sometimes. That helps her
handle situations as a young player
like this with so much poise and
composure, and that's what we needed
with the combination of skill."
The forward from Los Angeles
didn't record huge stats - four
points, six rebounds and three blocks
in 21 minutes - but her defensive
intensity in the second half changed
the momentum in USU's favor, en
route tow~uarterfinal win over
the Nevada Wolf Pack at the Orleans
Arena.
"She has been playing really steady
as oflate, and she's been playing with

a maturity that is special to see,"
junior guard Devyn Christensen said.
"She made her defensive presence
known, and she elevated our play."
USU trailed 32-28 at half, and
Nevada's lead was mostly from the
points in the paint added by senior
guard Kate Kevorken, who had 10
points at half and a team-high 21
points, and reserve freshman forward
Emily Burns, who had eight points at
half.
Nevada finished the game with 46
points in the paint and had 22 points
in the paint at half.
USU senior forward Ashlee Brown,

who narrowly missed a triple-double
with 17 points, 12 assists and eight
rebounds, swatted Nevada's Kayla
Williams on the Wolf Pack's first •
possession of the second half. Vaaulu
picked up the first of her three blocks
four minutes later.
"Ashlee is my role model," Vaaulu
said. "I go off of her. She basically told
me I had to pick it up and I picked it
up. I just know I have to rebound and
play defense and that's my mentality."
The freshman out of Warren High
School swatted two more shots before
picking up her fourth foul of the game
and heading to the bench.

"I love the potential she has,"
Pebley said. "We see her as a young
lady that could develop as a player
similar to Ashlee. That's what we
recruited her as - a four. She came
from a great high school and a club
program. They always do a really
good job developing talent and understanding the game, and not just being
a 6-foot-3, back-to-the-basket post
player."

- ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu

Aggies to face Lady Techsters in semifinal round of WAC championship
BY CURTIS LUNDSTROM
staff writer
LAS VEGAS - With its win over Nevada in the
quarterfmals of the Western Athletic Conference
Tournament on Wednesday, the Utah State women's basketball team advanced to face Louisiana
Tech on Friday in the semifinals.
"We're going to attack La. Tech," senior forward
Ashlee Brown said after the game against Nevada.
"You know they're going to bring it, and we're going
to bring it. They're going to scout, and we're going
to scout. Regardless of today's stats, I'm looking forward to La. Tech."
Third-seeded Louisiana Tech is coming off
of a 63-54 first-round win against sixth-seeded

TIER

Hawaii, despite two players reaching double digits
in scoring. Senior guard Jasmine Bendolph scored a
game-high 20 points, and senior forward Sbantale
Bramble-Donaldson fmished with 13.
The Aggies and Lady Techsters will meet for
the third time this season after splitting the regular
season meetings. Utah State came out on top 79-62
on Jan. 14 in Ruston, La., - head coach Raegan
Pebley's 100th career win at the helm. Louisiana
Tech got revenge in Logan, as the Techsters overcame a six-point deficit in the fmal three and a half
minutes for an 82-76 victory.
"Our side of the bracket has teams with tournament experience," Pebley said. "La. Tech is one of
those teams."
According to NCAA Statistics, Utah State fin-

ished the regular season ranked No. l in the country in 3-point field-goal percentage at 39.2 percent.
The Aggies are also ranked fifth natipnally in freethrow percentage at 78.9 percent.
Junior guard Devyn Christensen, ranked No.
4 in the country, leads the Aggies in free-throw
shooting at 90 percent, and fellow guard Brooke
Jackson is No. 11 at 88.8 percent. Against Nevada,
senior forward Ashlee Brown set the single-season
school record for free throws made and became
the eighth player from Utah State to reach the
500-rebound mark for her career.
"Ashlee (Brown) has invested into the development on the defensive end in her off-ball offense
and off-ball defense," Pebley said. "I think what
makes her such a successful defender is her off-ball

defense. We put a lot of responsibility on her to
make sure that she is helping us get it done. I am
really proud ofher."
Overall, Utah State is 2sl3 against La. Tech with
road wins in 2009 and this season. Utah State is 0-1
against La. T~ch in the WAC Tournament, suff~ring
an 82-65 loss to the Lady Techsters in the quarterfinals in 2009.
The Aggies will look to win their fourth WAC
Tournament game ever, as USU is 3-6 all-time in
after Wednesday's victory over Nevada. Utah State
has won its frrst-round game in three of the past
four seasons and has !}ever made the fmal game.
Tip-off is scheduled for 1 p.m. Friday.

- curtis.~undstrom@aggiemail.usu.edu

II TUITION PROPOSAL
- Public Forum -

MARCH

Perfect

22, 2012, 1 1 :00 A.M.

Partne,;

TAGGART STUDENT CENTER AUDITORIUM

HOTrEST·
Magazines

Let us
help plan

All concerned students and citizens are invited to the
public hearing on the proposed increase.
Comments are welcome.

your big day

I

Your Best Choice for
Wedding Invitations & paper goods
1
.

• • - , SQUARE ONE
•

UtahStateUn iversit

I. Food Network
Magazine
2. Marie Claire
3. Elle Decor I
4. Wired
_
5.GQ
6. People Style Watch
7. Cosmopolitan\
8. Rolling Stone A.. ·
9. Businessw~ek
, __
. . . . .___
0. Vanity F a ~ ~

PG. 1 11:TIIIIG

630 West 200 North
753-8875

~IC
C 2012 by King Features Syndoeale. Jnc.
Wor:d nghts reserved

StatesmanSports

Friday, March 9, 20 I 2

Page 9

HOCKEY

Looking forward to nationals
BY MEREDITH KINNEY

sports senior writer

Over the course of the
2011-12 season, the Utah State
hockey team beat in-state
opponents by a combined
score of 180-40, picked wins
over well-known American
Collegiate Hockey Association
D-I programs, and finished
second in the Western
division.
Next week the Aggies will
put their almost perfect record
on the line, when they head to
Florida for the ACHA National
tournament.
Aggie defenseman Jordan
Kerr said the team will play
hard no matter what stage its
on.
"When it comes down to
it, we are going to play hard,"
Kerr said. "It's nationals. We
know what's on the line."
Kerr and the rest of the
Aggie defense will get a big
boost when the 6-foot-2, 210pound defenseman Ty Johns
returns to the lineup after
missing much of the regular
season with a leg injury.
"He's a big part of our
defense core, so having him
back will be a huge step
for us," USU forward Matt
Hamilton said.
USU head coach Jon Eccles
said the Aggies work hard in

practice.
"Everyone's on the same
page. Everyone is working
hard to push each other,"
Eccles said. "We really believe
that this is our year."
The Aggies open up pool
play with a matchup against
Lindonwood University. The
Lions are 24-5-4 on the season, and Eccles said they are
not to be underestimated.
"They've had a very strong
team," Eccles said. "We really

need to come and set the tone
in that game."
Two ofLindonwood's ties
came at the hands of Colorado
State University, a team the
Aggies have beaten three
times this season. The Lions
are led by Dettrick Pierzinski,
a forward with 52 goals on the
season.
USU's second matchup
of the tournament pits the
Aggies against Virginia Tech
University. Eccles said he

- meredith.kinney@aggiemail.
usu.edit

•

son. Limb and the rest of the Aggie hockey team will compete in the
ACHA National Tournament next week. KIMBERLEY SHORTS photo

It is incredibly seldom that
I block out an
hour of my day
to watch a televised press conference.
In fact, if
I think hard
enough I can
only think of three - Barry Bonds' "this record is
not tainted" plea, just after breaking Babe Ruth's
career homeruns record, Shaquille O'Neal's
retirement announcement, and Wednesday,
when the now-free-agent quarterback Peyton
Manning fought through tears to give his last
statements as a member of the Indianapolis
Colts before being formally released. Those
three moments imbue for me the three things
that sports reporting revolves around: scandal,
celebrating success and what in every way is a
truly gripping story in sports history.
Now, if you have been paying attention,
you'll notice I left a glaring, famous press conference from that small list.
Remember "The Decision?"
Of course you do. Who can forget the
hourlong propaganda debacle that centered
completely on the most telling question society
has given us since, "Who shot JR?" That being,
"Where will LeBron James play basketball?"
Long before James became known as the AllStar who couldn't finish games, or the member
of a squad who had all talent and no class even to mocking opponents for playing games
when sick - and just minutes before the phrase
"take my talents to..." became a household
mainstay, there was the long-awaited mystery of
what team he would play for that next season. It
was quite a story.
But, if I could be bold, Manning's story is bigger - much bigger.
In my mind there are several reasons. I'll give
just three.
First and foremost, Manning is considered a
winner. We wanted to see where James would
land because we simply wanted to know who
he would play with. James is a one-man show,
he can do things on a basketball court more
people can't do in video game, and basketball
fans enjoy that.
Football breathes a little differently. Plays
don't matter and highlights mean nothing unless
a win on the board is involved. That is what
Manning is known for - being the guy who
generates wins. Just look at the Colts' success
with Manning, or lack thereof by simply taking
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thinks the Hokies may be
USU's easier opponents.
"Virginia Tech is probably
the softer of the teams in our
pool," Eccles said.
Hamilton said, though
Virginia Tech may not have
the most talent, the Aggies
can't fixate on that.
"Once playoff hockey
comes around, anything can
happen," Hamilton said. "You
can't really take anything too
lightly."
The Aggies' third matchup
of the weekend is against
William Patterson University,
which won the Northeast
Division to make it into the
tournament.
"I don't really know how
strong of a team they are number one," Eccles said. "To
get that spot, you have to be
pretty good."
If the Aggies make it
through pool play, they will
move on to final rounds
March 19.
"We are excited," Eccles
said. "We can hardly wait.
We can't believe we still have
another week."

Manning out of the equation.
We are trained to feel wherever Manning
goes he will make any team championship caliber, which can't quite be said for the hardwood
All-Star whose biggest reputation is only playing
for three quarters.
Next, the Manning situation was a bit more
sudden. This had nothing to do with Manning
having team issues and refusing to sign. He very
well could have stayed a Colt and he didn't, and
it threw us all into a state of flux.
Looking back on it, nobody can deny that the
last thing James was going to do was re-sign with
Cleveland. It was cute to pretend, but he had the
urge to take matters elsewhere and it got step
No. 1 right out of our excitement pool. With
James we knew the divorce was coming, with
Manning we still had a great amount of hope for
the marriage, and now we are left in shock ready
to see what is next.
Most of all, we will like Manning no matter
where he goes. This is the storybook comparison of the humble, folksy smalltown quarterback and the arrogant, Kanye-esque freestyle
basketball star. Manning cried, and sincerely so,
when he left Indianapolis. James partied on live
television when he left Cleveland. It's the mobile
hero and the fleeting villain, the WCW and the
NWO, the can't-help-but-hope-things-work-outfor-the-kid against the someday-karma-is-goingtoss-him-one type of stories. Sports stories work
like comic books, sometimes, and in these scenarios the characters are finely laid out.
I hope you understand where I am ·coming
from. James' special announcement truly did
shake the basketball world; there is no sense in
denying that. But at the end of the day, no story
is bigger than a one-time football powerhouse
losing its favorite son and him begging the
league abound to adopt him and make him its
own. Only time will tell who collects the birthright.
And since this is generally a prediction-founded column, I might as well guess where. I'm going
with Manning going to the Miami Dolphins and
doing what James and Dan Marino couldn't and won't - and Ivan Rodriguez surprisingly
could: bring a title to South Beach.
Dig it.

ACTUAL CUSTOMER QUOTES
"This place is amazing! I love this restaurant. I would never had thought of putting potatoes on
pizza. but the Spud pizza is divine. I'm also a big fan of the chicken ranch pizza. All of the dessert
pizzas are to die for! And if you ever get the chance, try a cookie monster. They're wonderful! All
in all, I think that this restaurant is a lot of fun and the food is scrumptious." - Sarah

"WOW! I've never been to a place that throws so many pies at you and keeps letting you come
back for more and more! Pizza Pie Cafe has broken the barrier between boring buffets and
affordable pizza joints! The cool thing about this place is that you can flU up for around 8 bucks!! I
mean FILL UP!! Rock on Pizza Pie cafelf" - Dana

~
• - • (435)753.5590 25 E 1400 N, Logan (Next to Harbor Freight)

~----------------------------------------
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COUPON REQUIRED, LIMIT 4 BUFFETS WITH COUPON MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS, EXP 3/31 /12

- Steve Schwartzman is a junior studying
communication studies. He has had just
about every job in sports writing, including
biogs, analysis, statistics and fantasy football
tips, but especially loves making bold picks.
Think you can out-pick Steve? Let him know:
steve.schwartzman@aggiemail.usu.edu.
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Nat'ZBriefs
Syrian official defects, calls
regime a 'sinking ship'
BEIRUT (AP) - Syria's deputy oil minister appeared
tense as he looked at the camera and announced in a
video that he has defected from President Bashar Assad's
regime, acknowledging he expects government forces to
"burn my home" and "persecute my family."
Abdo Husameddine, a 58-year-old father of four, on
Thursday became the highest-ranking civilian official
to join the opposition, and he urged his countrymen to
"abandon this sinking ship" as the nation spirals toward
civil war.
In the YouTube video, Husameddine seemed to
address Assad directly, accusing him ofvast crimes in
the past year as government forces pummel the opposition with tanks and snipers. The U.N. estimates 7,500
people have been killed since the uprising began.
"You have inflicted on those you claim are your people a full year of sorrow and sadness, denied them their
basic rights to life and humanity and pushed the country
to the edge of the abyss," said Husameddine, wearing
a dark suit and tie. He appeared to be reading from a
script, casting his eyes down to find the words.
"I do not want to end my life servicing the crimes
of this regime," he said. "I declare that I am joining the
revolution of the dignified people."
The authenticity of the video could not be verified,
and he did not disclose his location. Damascus did not
comment on the video. He was appointed by Assad in
2009. Assad's regime has suffered a steady stream of
low-level army defectors, who have joined a group of dissidents known as the Free Syrian Army, now numbering
in the thousands.

Police say clinic shooting kills 2
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Gunfire at a psychiatric clinic
at the University of Pittsburgh killed two people and
injured seven others Thursday afternoon, the university's
medical center said.
Police reported one of the dead was the gunman, said
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center spokesman Paul
Wood. It was unclear whether the wounded people were
patients, employees or visiting family members, Wood
said.
Neighboring buildings were placed on lockdown,
police said.
Wood said media reports about a possible second
gunman and a hostage situation at the clinic or at UPMC
Presbyterian hospital were unfounded.
"There was no hostage situation ever," Wood said.
"There was a rumor out there that there was a second
gunman. That, we believe, was never true."

Crash kills five near Ariz border
KINGMAN, Ariz. (AP)- Mohave County authorities
think an adult and four teens killed in a crash in rural
Arizona were traveling at a high rate of speed when a
Chevrolet Suburban they were in failed to negotiate a
turn on a dirt road.
The crash happened in far northwest Arizona near
the Utah border, authorities said.
The victims are identified as Carl Otto Nathaniel
Holm, 22, of Hildale, Utah; Monica Joy Bistline, 17; of
Apple Valley, Utah; Rachel Anne Kolgrove, 17, of Cane
Beds, Ariz.; and Virgel Taylor Roundy, 15, and Jamison
Holm Timpson, 19, both of Colorado City, Ariz., died at
the scene, said the Mohave County Sheriffs Office.
The lone survivor of the crash - Nakita Timpson, 18,
of Colorado City- was taken to a Utah hospital.
Sheriffs deputies responded to the scene Wednesday
afternoon about 17 miles south of Centennial Park, Ariz.,
in a high desert area known as the Arizona Strip.
The crash might have happened sometime late
Tuesday night or early Wednesday morning. It remained
under investigation and the sheriffs office said alcohol
might have been a factor. Sheriffs Office Chief Deputy
Jim McCabe said the five may have been out celebrating
Timpson's birthday when the crash happened.
"What happened is they failed to negotiate a turn,"
McCabe said. "At that time of night, there was ungodly
high winds and so visibility probably wasn't great out
there in the middle of the desert on a dirt road."

Cameron to attempt deep-sea
solo exploration in Pacific
LOS ANGELES (AP) - James Cameron has gone
two and a half miles underwater dozens of times to view
the wreck of the Titanic. Now the "Avatar" and "Titanic"
filmmaker aims to go nearly three times as deep with his
latest ocean dive.
Cameron said Thursday he plans to take a submersible craft down seven miles to the world's deepest point,
in the Mariana Trench of the Pacific Ocean, 200 miles
southwest of Guam.
The journey later this month reportedly would be the
deepest solo dive ever, breaking Cameron's own record
set this week, when he descended five miles off the coast
of Papua, New Guinea, in the South Pacific.
Cameron will be the first person to descend to the
bottom of the Mariana Trench, known as the "Challenger
Deep," since a two-man U.S. Navy expedition did it in
1960.
Those explorers spent just 20 minutes on the ocean
floor, according to the National Geographic Society,
a partner in the Cameron expedition and for whom
the filmmaker was named an explorer-in-residence in
2011. Cameron will spend six hours at the bottom of the
trench, collecting scientific samples.
"The deep trenches are the last unexplored frontier on
our planet, with scientific riches enough to fill a hundred
years of exploration," Cameron said in a statement.
Cameron, who has been an oceanography enthusiast since childhood, has made 72 deep-sea submersible
dives, including 33 to the Titanic, the subject of his 1997
blockbuster. A 3-D version of"Titanic" comes out April
4, timed to the 100th anniversary of the ship's sinking.
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'Man Without a Face': The rise of Putin
stok~d by violence and fear, author says
BY LEON LAZAROFF
(c) 20/2, Bloomberg News.
More than 300 hostages - half of
them children - were killed in a Beslan
schoolhouse in 2004, following a firefight
between their Chechen captors and
Russian troops. Ten days later, President
Vladimir Putin announced a sweeping
overhaul of Russia's political system.
He declared that regional governors
as well as the mayor of Moscow would be
appointed by the president rather than
elected. Members of the lower house of
parliament would also be appointed.
Political parties would have to re-register,
making it all but impossible to get on a
ballot without Kremlin approval.
The upshot of the changes was to
undermine - if not obliterate - the quasifunctioning democracy that had taken
root in Russia since the Soviet Union
collapsed in 1991, writes Moscow-based
journalist Masha Gessen in her engrossing and insightful book, "The Man
Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of
Vladimir Putin." From then on, the president would be the only directly elected
federal-level public official.
On Sunday, after consolidating his
power through eight years as president
and four as prime minister, Putin was
returned to the presidency with about 64
percent of the vote. Having convinced his
fellow lawmakers to increase the length
of the presidential term to six years, Putin
could head his country until 2024.
Gessen sees Putin as a man driven
by control and vengeance, not ideology.
When he was first elected president in
2000, he said his aim was "strengthening
vertical power," and Gessen shows that he
has attained his goal.
The heartbreaking massacre at the
Beslan schoolhouse is only one of a series
of ghastly and, Gessen argues, suspicious
events that enabled Putin to use fear to
consolidate his hold on Russian society.
In 1999, just after Putin left the secret
police to become prime minister, a series
of explosions leveled entire apartment
houses in several Russian cities. And
in 2002, there was the three-day-long
hostage-taking at Moscow's Dubrovka

BOOKS PUTIN:
Moscow-based journalist Masha Gessen
reconstructs formerly opaque chapters in
recent Russian history and shows how the
changes instigated by Vladmir Putin undermined, if not obliterated, Russia's quasifunctioning democracy.

theater, which left 129 dead.
Gessen manages to reconstruct these
formerly opaque chapters in recent
Russian history. She is not so reckless as
to allege that Putin was somehow behind
these events. She does charge, however,
that "once the hostage-takings occurred,
the government task forces acting under
Putin's direct supervision did everything
to ensure that the crises ended as horrifyingly as possible - to justify continued
warfare in Chechnya and further crackdowns on the media and the opposition
in Russia."
By imprisoning one-time oil baron
Mikhail Khodorkovsky and harassing
fund manager William Browder, founder
of Hermitage Capital Management, Putin
made crystal clear that independence a'nd
criticism had its limits. (Sergei Magnitsky,
a Browder lawyer who alleged a government attempt to defraud Hermitage, died'
in prison in 2009. A Kremlin humanrights committee said last year that he
was probably beaten to death.)
Sprinkled through the book are other
stories of intimidation and murder. Th'e

lawmaker Sergei Yushenkov was shot
dead in broad daylight while investigating the theater siege, dissident agent
Alexander Litvinenko was murdered in
London by radiation poisoning and Yuri
Shchekochikhin, an outspoken politician
who had also been investigating the
theater siege, died after ingesting an
"unknown toxin."
Gessen doesn't see these events as
random or unconnected. "Putin's Russia,"
she writes, "is a country where political
rivals and vocal critics are often killed,
and at least sometimes the order comes
directly from the president's office."
Gessen came of age in the late 1980s
as Mikhail Gorbachev's glasnost, or
openness, spawned groups of "informals"
where people would talk about politics
and social issues. Those were heady
times.
While Russia was convulsing, Putin
was a KGB functionary stationed in East
Germany. In January 1990, he watched
a crowd storm the Stasi building in
Dresden. Putin told his biographer that he
phoned the Russian military representatives, only to be told nothing could be
done until they heard from Moscow, but
that "Moscow is silent."
"I realized that the Soviet Union was
ill," he said. "It was a fatal illness called
paralysis. A paralysis of power."
He felt abandoned, Gessen says. When
he returned to Leningrad, the people he
"and his colleagues had kept in check
and in fear - the dissidents, the almostdissidents and the friends of friends of
dissidents - now acted as if they owned
the city."
.
Putin spent much of the 1990s as a
rising government official, first in St.
Petersburg and later in Moscow, resenting
the surge of the new democrats almost
as much Russia's loss of world power and
prestige.
Recalling the tone Putin set early
in his presidency, Gessen observes that
"Soviet instincts, it seemed, kicked in all
over the country, and the Soviet Union
was instantly restored in spirit."

- "The Man Without a Face"
is published by Riverhead in the U.S. and
Granta in the U.K. ($27.95, 20 pounds).

Live opera broadcasts turn into moneymaker for Met
LONDON - The Metropolitan
Opera's high-definition live movie
broadcasts started out with the modest aim of breaking even - or not losing
much money, at any rate.
Now, as Anna Netrebko, Renee
Fleming and Joyce DiDonato boost
the New York company's repertoire for
the new season, its general manager is
proclaiming bigger successes. Live HD
transmissions began soon after Peter
Gelb took over in 2006.
The shows now make $11 million net
profit, according to Gelb, 58. Another
12 broadcasts are planned, including
Netrebko in "L'elisir d'amore," Fleming
in "Otello" and DiDonato in the title
role of Donizetti's "Maria Stuarda."
"We faced a challenge to fmd new
audiences," Gelb said. "Labor costs and
material costs were rising, it y,as impossible to match those expenses with rising ticket costs. Something had to be
done."
Radio broadcasts from the Met
began in 1931, and the company has the
longest continuous transmission history
of any opera house.
"That was the reason I was able to
take the risk," Gelb said. "If only a small

percentage of Saturday radio listeners
Gelb said. The total budget of the nonwould walk over to their local cinema, I
profit Met, a non-profit organization, is
knew we would have an audience."
around $300 million annually.
Gelb was visiting Europe to spread
"This is also a burgeoning new secthe HD gospel to interested opera hous- tor of the movie theater industry too,"
es. We spoke over a crackly telephone
he said. "Our HD audiences are primarline while he was in Stockholm waiting . ily opera fans, so theaters are delighted
to hear his wife, Keri-Lynn Wilson,
that it's bringing new footfall for them,
conduct Tchaikovsky at the local opera
and bringing audiences they don't usually see. It's somewhat ironic that opera
house.
At first, just three countries outside
is leading the way in the 'alternative
the U.S. were taking the broadcasts, he
content' sector."
The company will sell 3 million
said. Now the shows go to 1,700 movie
theaters in 54 countries, with Russia
tickets globally this year, Gelb forecasts.
and China among recent additions.
One of those, sometime this season,
"Those are clearly large potential
will be the IO-millionth ticket since the
audiences for us, especially Russia,"
project began. Advertising agencies are
also in discussion with the Met. Still,
Gelb said. "We've only just dipped our
toes in the water. At first, we hoped just
HD doesn't influence how operas are
to break even. The idea was simply to
staged, Gelb said.
strengthen the bond between opera fans
"Important as HD is, we don't design
and the Met."
our productions around it;' he said. "It's
Now the transmissions, and subsealways a servant to the artistic design of
quent TV broadcasts and DVD sales,
the stage production."
·
bring in about $11 million net to Met
Bloomberg LP, the parent company
coffers.
of Bloomberg News, is a global sponsor
for the HD project.
"That's the figure after we've covered all of the incremental production
- Information: www.metopcosts, including cameras and satellite,
erafamily.org/metopera/liveinhd!
and payments to artists and unions,"
LiveinHb.aspx

'John Carter' is a blockbuster that self-destructs
"John Carter" is
,, h C
, just sits there, and sits
10 n arter
there, and sits there, forebeing hyped as the
Grade D ing the audience to sit
first blockbuster of
the year, but it's really
right along with it.
the first big flop.
But, okay, if it's a synBudgeted at a
opsis you want: "John
Carter" is nominally
reported $250 milabout a Civil War veteran
lion, this dreary slog
of a mess (or is that
who, while searching for
mess of a slog?)
gold in the Arizona terseems to exist primarritory, happens upon a
dingus that transports
ily to remind viewers
of older, better movies. Audiences him to Mars, which the natives call
ancient enough to remember Ray Barsoom, where he can jump really
Harryhausen will pine for the days high and is taken prisoner by tall, skinof that animator's great 1950s stop- ny four-armed creatures and meets a
motion epics. Anyone who came of beautiful princess named Dejah Thoris.
age with "Star Wars" will inwardly
Carter is played by Taylor Kitsch
sigh and forgive Jar Jar Binks. Heck, ("Friday Night Lights"), who spends
compared with "John Carter," even a great deal of time with his shirt
off; Dejah is played by the gorgeous
"Cowboys and Aliens" looks good.
What's "John Carter" about? That's actress Lynn Collins, who spends a
not a rhetorical question: Seriously, great deal of time showing off her tatwhat the heck is going on in this movie? toos and tossing smoldering looks at
Based on Edgar Rice Burroughs' story Carter with her ice-blue eyes.
"A Princess of Mars," this adaptation
At least that seems to be what's
gets off to such an incoherent start going on in "John Carter," which was
that it takes almost the entire, inter- adapted for 3-D presentation after
minable two-hour-plus running time it was filmed, resulting in images as
to catch up. And the trip isn't worth murky and difficult to decipher as the
it: Narratively stilted, visually ugly and story itself.
imaginatively bankrupt, "John Carter"
Directed by Andrew Stanton

("WALL-E," "Finding Nemo") in his liveaction debut, what's supposed to be
a fanciful jou.rney in time and space i~
unforgivably awful-looking, from the
fusty, dusty earth tones of the story
that frames most of the action to
the sulfurous light that bathes Mars
- er, Barsoom - in a monotonous yellow haze. The creatures that Carter
befriends - a rebellious tall-and-skir:iny
(known as a Thark) named Sola and
a doglike pet with an enormous black
tongue - look like they were conceived
after consulting the wadded up sketches in George Lucas' wastebasket.
If you look carefully, you can detect
some real acting going on in "John
Carter" - that's Ciaran Hinds, dressed
in a ridiculous toga, as the embattled leader of the Barsoomian city of
Helium. And that's Mark Strong in
the film's most potent role of a shapeshifting baddie named Matai Shang.
But even Strong's best efforts qn't
save "John Carter" from collapsing in
on itself like a dead star. With any luck,
the sequel this movie so strenuously
sets us up for will meet the same fate
before it gets to the screen.
By Ann Hornaday. PC-13.
Contains intense se.quences of violence
and action. 137 minutes.
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The Joke,s On YOU!
We have a winnerl The votes have
been counted, and here's the best
of the gags that were submitted:

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

AROUND AGE b5,
BATMAN

"I think it's best we report
that this planet has no sign of
intelligent life"

SWITCHED TO
UTILITY
SUSPENDERS.

The winning gag was submitted
by:
Jan Benson, who wins a
gift certificatel

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

Another chance to win on Monday!
I

THE
GURAK BROTHERS
AND THEIR NEW
POLKA-POWERED
LEAF BLOWER
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Help Wanted
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed rn Logan.
100% FREE to Jorn! Click on Surveys.
Earn Extra Money
Students needed ASAP. Earn up to $150
per day being a Mystery Shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-855-204-0676

QSW£R-S £1.S£lttf£1t£ 1..- TIIIS ISSU£1
Medium

3
7

5 9

6
4
7

9
1

4
8

Earn $1000-$3200 a month lo drive our
brand new cars with ads. www.AdCarPay.com

Apartments
Just the rrght time to SIGN UP! BROOKLANE APARTMENTS, only $475 summer contract, discount S·SY contract,
private bdrms, dishwasher, self-cleaning
ovens. Close to USU, stadium and spectrum. Come see at 645 E. 900 N or call
753-7227.
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Adoption
ADOPT-DEVOTED MARRIED loving couple long to adopt newborn. we promise
a bright, loving, secure future. Expenses
pard. Please call Michele & Bob @
1-877-328-8296 (ucan) 1011
Building Material
METAL ROOF WALL Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill prices for
sheeting coil are at a 4 year low You
get the savings. 17 Colors prrme material, cut to your exact length. CO Building
Systems 1-800-COBLDGS (ucan) 1011
Business Opportunities
WORK PART-TIME Work part-time lrom
home no weekends holidays checkout
FREE webInar tor details register today
no obligation See it there is a tit www
utah.bizboosterguys.com (ucan)30f4
Financial
CREDIT CARD RELIEF Buried rn Credit
Card Debt? Over $10,000? We can get
you out of debt quickly and save you
thousands of dollars! Call CREDIT
CARD RELIEF tor your free consultation
1-877-881-3269 (ucan)lott
For Sale
MANTIS DELUXE TILLER. NEW! FastStart
engine. Ships FREE. One-Year MoneyBack Guarantee when you buy DIRECT.
Call for the DVD and FREE Good Soil
book! 888·711·6028 (ucan) 1of1
Help Wanted
DRIVERS: NO EXPERIENCE?
Class a Driver Training. We train and Employr New pay increases coming soon.
Experienced drivers also needed1 Central Refrigerated 877-369-7092 www
cenlraltruckdnvingjobs.com (ucan) 1of1
DRIVER- FLEXIBLE HOMETIMEI

C, , -___
753-6444

inefour
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Big Miracle
(PG) 5:0017:30
sat. Mal 11 :50 & 2:30

We Bought a Zoo
'61 4:00 & 7:00

Sherlock Holmes:
Game of Shadows
(PG-13) 7:15 & 9:45

War Horse f'G-13)
Alvin and the
Chipmunks:
Chlpwrecked

The Muppets

Chronicle
(PG-13) lt56

Man on a Ledge
(PG-13) 9:40

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone.
Packages start at $89.99/mo (for 12
months.) Options lrom ALL major service providers. Call Acceller today
to learn more! CALL 1-866-931-2499
(ucan)lofl

READERS & MUSIC LOVERS.
100 Greatest Novels (audio books) ONLY
$99.00 (plus s h.) Includes MP3 Player
& Accessories. BONUS: 50 Classical
Music Works & Money Back Guarantee.
Call Today! 1-877-358-8964 (ucan)1of1

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
Omaha Steaks • SAVE 65 percent on the
Family Value Collection. NOW ONLY
$49.99 Plus 3 FREE GIFTS & right-tothe-door delivery in a reusable cooler.
ORDER TODAY at 1- 888-301-2712 or
www.OmahaSteaks com:value25, use
code 45069YLB. (ucan) 1ol1

Personals1Miscenaneous
MEETING SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No
paid operators, Just real people like you.
Browse greetings, exchange messages
and connect live. Try it free. Call now:
866-710·8123 (ucan) 1011

1:45&9:30

Sat. Mat. 12:50
(PG) 4:45
Sal Mal 12:00 & 2:2ll

m

Spell the phrase in
the grid above it,
writing each unique
letter only once.
The correct solution
will spell the
"Freeze"
complete phrase
along a single continuous spelling
path that moves horizontally,
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid
from square to square - revistting
letters as needed to complete the
spelling path in order. Each letter will
appear only once in the grid.

All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu
LOOK AT
IA
St\Ji,{ ~~S lltl'IT

Celebrity Apprentice 5

(G) 4:15
Sat Mal 11 :40 & 2:00

Tllll Adventures
otrmTln
(PG) 5:00
Sal Mal 12:20 & 2:«I

ACROSS

1Spieedtea

5 Nerdy guy in

' Meatballs"
9 Center
of Florida?
14
0eep-t,ssue

"
17

'"
20_

_ __

~pioooer

15 Half up front?
16 Big wheel from

23

HoBancf?

Up to $.42/mile plus $.02imile quarterly
safety bonus-Daily pay-New trucksCDL-A, 3 months recent experience
required. 800-414-9569 www.driveknight.com (ucan) 1of
Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -train for hands
on Aviation Career. FAA approved program. Financial aid it qualified • Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviatron
Institute of Maintenance. 888-8867318 (ucan) 2of4
SHARI'S BERRIES · Order Moulhwalerrng Gifts! 100 percent satisfaction
guaranteed.
Hand-dipped berries from $19.99 plus
sh. SAVE 20 percent on qualifying
gifts over $29!
Visit www.berries.com goody or Call
1-888-691·8556. (ucan) 1of1
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. WIN or Pay Nothing! Start
Your Application In Under 60 Seconds. Call Today! Contact Disability
Group, Inc. Licensed Attorneys & BBB
Accredited. Call 866-580-0947 (ucan)
1o11
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND
DONATE YOUR CAR. TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
888-738-9869 (ucan) 1of1
DISH NETOWRK. STARTING
at $19.99 month PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3 Months! SAVEi
& Ask About SAME DAY lnstallation1
CALL 888-485-2321 (ucan) 1011
ACCELLER- SAVE ON

17 City In 22-Down
18 Coast-to-coast
19

~ nesffing

20A'lp
23 Wnte {down)
24ear-aY.ith
lr1erchangeable

flBfnor cheaper"

25
28 Flip

32 Eats more of than
os wise, with "on"
33 Cut the aop
34 t.eare recipient.

35~oounty
renamedlO
Include rts largest
city

38 Travel. in a way
39 Rapper-turned,
actor
40 Egg opening?
41 Zen master's

rid<le
43 Tobacco co.
based in
Wriston-Salem
45 Flip

50 Chemical ralalNe
51 Pay stlb abbr.
52 French article
54 Flip
58 Ur. 8CCOITl)8niers
60 Honor
61 Frost
62 Good tt.ng not to
wear in a
rainstOITn
63 "Blngor

64=~15
pl1SOl1

65 ContinUe tr1til
66 Hod<ey Hal of

Farner_

fj7

Stewart
Flightless bvd

DOWN
1 Chesapeake Bay

hau

..
By Kevin Christian

2 Shop alternative
3 One of the Greek
Furies
4 Conci1ionaJ words
SDefense
mechanisms
6 He ruled jointly
with Ivan V for
near1y 14 years

7"Don~lea\'8
home without ii"

co.
8Sunscreen
element

9 Vacation for the
self-employed?
10 Secretary of Slate
afterAlbriglt
11 Good street tor
12~~poetry
13 Body pie

21Teacher's grad
deg.
2217-Acrosss state
26ROlqlly
27 Dislraughl Slate
29 Duff Beer server
30 Concert venue
31 Nol gross
35 Diana's escort _

el-Fayed
36 National nwl
37Nolonger
together

I\NSWERS
fOUNO
llSEWlllRl TN
TtltS TSSUE!
coor, LUCI<!
38 Bind
39 "Mr Chicago"
JOUmal!&

Kupcinet

41 Israeli
42~heavy

43 Sloe!< clerl<s

44 =of"lris'
46 l.sader with a

~

47 Cold remedy In

l..iquoCaps
48 "Mayor"
memouist
49Connect
53 Arab League
member
55 "_' Eyes"·
Eagles tit
56/ld.orRob
57 Blacken
58 JcxmaJ ending
59 Sister or mother
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Statesman■ack Bumer
Friday
March 9
•> Last Day to Drop Classes (W on
transcript) and Last Day to change to P/
D+/D/F
Annual Spring Book Sale! USU
Library, all books only 25 cents, only 3
days.
Lost Treasures of Utah State University
Exhibit 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
'The Pirates of Penzance' at the
Morgan Theater at 7:30 p.m. March 7-10.
Performance Hall, 'Nocturne: An
Evening with Clarinetist Donald Oehler'
7:30
Aggie Game Night, 7 p.m.,
Engineering Building 201

•>
Today is Fnday, March
9, 2012. Today's tssue of
The Utah Statesman is
published especially for
Alicia Hendncks a freshman majonng m elemen-

•>
•>
•>

tary education from
Bqgham City, Utah

•>

Almanac

Saturday
March 10

belay in History:
is day in 1959
st Barbie doll

on display at the
rtcan Toy Fair in
York Ctty.

•> Anthropology Museum Saturday event,
Main 252
•> Lost Treasures of Utah State University
Exhibit 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
•> Clarinetist Tad Calcara performs, 4-5
p.m.
•> 'The Pirates of Penzance' at the
Morgan Theater at 7:30 p.m. March 7-10.
•> Women's Tennis vs. Montana, 9 a.m.
Logan
•> Softball vs. Michigan State @Long

High: so· Low: 2s·
Sides: Sunny with no
chance of precipitation.

Beach, Calif.
Men's Tennis vs. Northern Arizona,
Las Vegas, Nev.
Women's Basketball WAC Tournament
Championship 4 p.m., Las Vegas, Nev.
►) Men's Basketball WAC Tournament Las
Vegas, Nev.
►)

•>

Monday
March 12.
•> Spring Break, no classes held.

Forecast:
Ona you've eaten at

►)

Softball vs. Harvard, Los Angeles,
Calif.
Softball vs. Loyola Marymount, Los
Angeles, Calif.

•>

Callaway's Garage, you71
never go back to the Garden!

61//4,lw«;l~S
54 N Main St Sm1thf1~ '
Just 5 minutes down the road!
Reservations / 435-563-9179

You Need to Know:

Registration dates to
remember: March 9-Last
Day to Drop Classes (W on
transcript) and Last Day to
change to P/D+/D/F; March
10-May - No Dropping of
Classes Permitted; March 12-16
- Spring Break (No Classes
held)
Live Music at Caffe Ibis
by Robert Linton, 'This music
breathes life into the stillness' Come enjoy the music stylings
of Robert Linton (acoustic)
Friday, March 9, 4:45-6:45pm,
52 Federal Ave. Local favorites
Old Ephraim String Band, Joe
Morales and Katie Henderson
will put a smile on your face
and a bounce in your step
with their infectious bluegrass
music. Free show. Bluegrass
Sunday, March 11, noon-2pm.
The Cache Valley
Stargazers monthly meeting
has been cancelled. The night
of our meeting there will be
a special presentation about
all the discoveries made with
NASA's WISE Telescope, a
large component of which
was built right here in Cache
Valley at the Space Dynamics
Laboratory! Several club
members have expressed
interest in attending that
presentation and encourage
everyone to go.
The Utah State Film
Club and Caine College of
the Arts invite you to submit
your films to the Logan Film
Festival. You are invited to
submit any film you have
produced since 2009 for our
upcoming festival in April. For
more information, please visit
www.loganfilmfestival.com.
Common Ground is a
non-profit organization that
provides outdoor recreation
for people with disabilities.
Common Ground is hosting Ski
Day Saturday, March 10 at 7:30
am. Come hit the slopes with
our great ski staff. Adaptive
equipment is available. Cost
is $25 for a half day of skiing

at Beaver Mountain. Call
713-0288.
Friday, March 9, Master
guitarist Kris Krompel will
perform from 6-8 p.m. at
Pier 49 San Francisco Style
Sourdough Pizza, located at 99
East 1200 South. Kris is one of
the most versatile professional
musicians in the valley, and
this is a rare chance to hear
him perform a solo set without
his band. No cover charge.
Katie Jo will perform Saturday
night from 6-8 p.m. Katie Jo is
one of the best acoustic singer/
songwriters in the valley; you'll
love her soulful style.
On Saturday, March 10,
participate in a scavenger
hunt for a pot of gold and
make a leprechaun treasure
box while drinking some green
creme soda, at USU's Museum
of Anthropology There will
be dancing demonstrations
at 11 a.m. and I p.m., and a
presentation on the history of
the day will be noon and 2 p.m.
We are located in Main 252.
The Utah Assistive
Technology Program will
present a FREE online
interactive training,
Alternative Input & High Tech
Switches for Power Mobility,
on March 21 from 3- 4:30
p.m. Training presented by
Lisa Rotelli from Adaptive
Switch Lab, will provide an
overview of the designs and
manufacturer?s products
that allow individuals with
disabilities to use computers,
communicate, interface with
their environments and achieve
greater independence thrqugh
powered mobility. In order
to participate, you will need
a computer with high-speed
internet access. If you are
interested in participating
please RSVP by Friday, March
16, to Storee Powell via email
storee.powell@usu.edu, or
call 435-797-7412. Participant
instructions will be emailed to
you.
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